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Wiltsie Performing Arts Center accepts $100,000

Donation secures naming rights for former HHS auditorium

By JILL WHALEN
Staff Writer

The campaign to restore
the auditorium at the Hazle-
ton Elementary Middle
School received its biggest
donation to date Friday: a
$100,000 check assuring that
the facility is named after a
former Hazleton High School
art teacher.

Naming rights for the
Alice C. Wiltsie Performing
Arts Center inside the for-
mer Hazleton High School —
also known as The Castle —
came through a $100,000
donation from the late Alice
Callaway Wiltsie’s nephew,
Allan Werst.

And because community
organizations matched
Werst’s gift, the Castle Audi-
torium Committee pulled in
more than $220,000 for audi-
torium repairs.

Wiltsie, an art teacher,
who died in 1990, was known
throughout her 26-year
teaching career for her love
of art, theatre and classical
music.

Presentation of the check
marked a milestone in the
effort to restore the auditori-
um.

“It is truly a dream come
true,” said Alice Kender,
committee spokeswoman.

The donation was accept-
ed Friday on the steps lead-
ing to the school’s main
entrance.

“The Alice C. Wiltsie Per-
forming Arts Center is not
just a treasure of the school,
but a treasure of the entire
community to enjoy,” Kender
said.

“It is a critical piece of the
fabric of this community
and an important historical
venue. I am sure that our
drama and music alumni
have precious memories of
their performances on the
auditorium stage. We look
forward to providing the
same opportunity and expe-
riences to future genera-
tions.”

She thanked Werst, of
Fort Worth, Tex., and
Wiltsie’s son, Dr. John
Wiltsie, of Rochester, Minn.
Neither were able to attend
the presentation.

“It is because of the
thoughtfulness and generosi-
ty of Dr. Wiltsie and Mr.
Werst that we are able to wit-
ness and be part of this
memorable occasion,” Kend-
er said, showing a banner
donated by Karl Wallen of
Wallen Graphics, Drums,
that proclaimed the new
name.

Kender began working
with Werst after he contact-
ed the school district two
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C. Wiltsie Performing Arts
Center to honor the memory
of my dear aunt Alice C.
Wiltsie, a worker bee, a faith-
ful art teacher, and truly a
distinguished lady;” he said.

Wiltsie’s son, also a Hazle-
ton High School graduate,
supported the auditorium’s
naming.

“I know mother would be
very pleased to be remem-
bered in such a wonderful
way as having the former
Hazleton High School audi-
torium transformed into a
center for the performing
arts programs of your area
with the auditorium bearing
her name,” Dr. Wiltsie said.
“She not only was anxious to
have those with whom she
came in contact learn about
art, but also always held a
great interest in teaching
appreciation of the arts in
general.
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REWARD

white “G” sticker on it.

$500.00 Reward leading to the arrest and con-
viction of the person or persons who stole an XBOX
360 from my home on Wilbur Court sometime after
early June 09. The XBOX was Paul “Paulie” Penkala’s
and it was one of the things in his room that we
treasured. Anyone that could steal from this boy’s
room deserves to be punished. The Xbox had a
round black and grey “Glock” sticker and a red and

Please call Det. Bunchalk @ Haz Police Dept.
459-4940 or 233-4049

LOCAL BUSINESSES

are the Heart of Our Community.
NOW, more than ever, it is so important to SHOP LOCAL!

For more than 143 years, The Standard~Speaker has been the vehicle to deliver
their message to you, and we are proud to continue to do so today.
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RESTAURANT « BAR
CONFERENCE CENTER

570-501-3410
8 West Broad Street

Suite 50, Downtown Hazleton
Inside the Markle Building

k www.measrestaurant.com

“Mea’s is a 7,500 square foot restaurant located on the first floor
and mezzanine levels of the restored Historic Markle Bank Building in
downtown Hazleton. Located in what was originally the main lobby of

the bank, the chic modern interior has been designed to complement the
original 1920’s bank vault and magnificently restored plaster relief
ceiling. Mea’s offerings include a fine dining restaurant, fully
stocked bar, (with a wine cellar), and a conference center suited for
small catering events and corporate business meetings. Mea’s also
offers a basic off-site catering menu advertised under the name “Jed’s
Catering”. Mea's is open for Lunch, Monday through Friday, 11:00 am
to 2:00 pm and dinner Monday through Saturday, 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm.”
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